
 

March 25, 2020 

Mr. Michael Carvajal 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Prisons 

320 1st Street NW 

Washington, DC 20534-0002 

Dear Director Carvajal: 

As the United States continues to weather the ramifications of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and the 

resulting illness (COVID-19), the U.S. prison population remains at extreme risk of infection.  That 

is why I was pleased to hear the President’s statement that the administration is looking to release 

elderly, nonviolent prisoners in an attempt to mitigate any risk of infection.1 

As you know, the close quarters present in our nation’s jails and prisons present a clear and ongoing 

risk of infection.2  This, coupled with the fact that prisoners across the country — including in my 

home state of Illinois3 — have tested positive for this virus, underscores the need for action.  It is 

also important to recognize that although the number of infected cases in prisons appears to be low 

at this time, the number of infected will likely increase exponentially, as has happened across the 

U.S. 

The elderly population, at large, is especially vulnerable to this disease and this is even more true 

when faced with the close confines of a prison environment.  Therefore, while I was encouraged 

by the President’s statement that “we're going to take a look at it,”4 I would encourage you and 

your agency to move swiftly on this issue.  Doing so would not only protect the health and lives 

of the hundreds of thousands of inmates under your jurisdiction, but would also serve to shield the 

public servants employed by the Bureau from infection as well.  
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Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Should you or your staff have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Bobby L. Rush 

Member of Congress 


